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The inaugural session started with the view that the issue of governance directly relates to the development of the society and the state, which has to be understood from the period of colonialism itself, especially in the case of third world countries.  Prof Mushirul Hassan rightly pointed out that the colonial experience in Africa need to be examined in comparison of the Indian experience. Prof Shri Prakash also raised the important question how democracy can help to provide good governance? The major problems of governance which the African countries are facing were looked at by Prof B K Pratihari. He also raised the issue of major powers role in Africa in rebuilding good governance. Dr P V Joshi talked largely about India Africa relations and in what way India has been helping Africa for development purpose.
Session I was about the Governance issues in Africa. Here, Prof Ajay Dubey, emphasized that besides poverty and underdevelopment, external factors is the key to understand the governance issues in Africa both before and after globalization. Prof Sanjukta Bhattacharjee’s paper started with the role that governance plays in a democracy. She said that on the basis of the fundamentals of democracy, one cannot say that any African country is democratic: giving the example of Malawi, Zambia and Kenya.  Dr Manendra Sahu, related oil with mal-governance in Africa, in his paper. He also said that oil cannot promote growth and development in Africa, due to the mismanagement in economic and political sphere like corruption, mafia movement, lack of diversification, excessive borrowing and unemployment. Dr Suresh Kumar, said that the issue of governance needs to deal with the consensus of the people of their countries and the governance wishes an indigenous solution by the indigenous people of East Africa- Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya. In his paper, Dr J M Moosa defined conflict and crisis as interrelated terms. He talked about the role of state and governance in the time of conflict, as very few countries have been able to successfully overcome it.
Session II was about Development and Gender Issues in Africa. It started with Prof Aartrey Mazumdar’s paper, where she stated the nature and causes of the population movement and related it with the governance and development crisis in Africa. As civil war, human rights violation, armed coup, drought, unemployment led the migration in Africa, which has the highest number of migrants in the world. Prof K D Kapoor, in order to explain the underdevelopment of Africa, focused on the debt crisis which is increasing due to negative balance of payment. He visualized no bright future for Africa which is dependent on debt, trade and assistance. Dr Vanita Ray, gave an overview of how in the pre colonial society women had equal status but the inequality started to grow in the colonial and post colonial period itself and SAP helped in deepening this inequality, with the cut in investment in education, health, social and agricultural sector. Dr Anju Aggarwal said that sustainable development is the actual development in which women have played a very important role like Bangari Mathai in Kenya and Chipko movement in India. Thus, she emphasized the importance to focus on Human Rights of women as non-discrimination is the crux of Human Rights. Dr Safia Mehdi, brought out the two necessary components for development in Africa- regional integration and trade. She pointed out on the need for infrastructure to be well developed to promote these two. Dr Sabiha Alam, raised the problem of desertification in African countries focusing on UN Convention on Desertification. She pointed out that in globalization period for the sake of economic growth, human intervention and land exploitation are also increasing. She also pointed out that this wasn’t successful due to the lack of awareness of the local people,                                                    lack of global monitoring system and the presence of industrialised countries.

In session III, Culture and African Identity, Dr Shreya Bhattacharya, pointed out that African identity was divided by colonial policy of divide and rule which resulted in tribal and class antagonism. The tragedy of African identity is that there was no involvement of people in the construction of national state. While focusing on development issues in Africa, Geeta Mansa, pointed out the problematisation of western driven concept of development discourse where she analysed women have remained at receiving end at development related operation. Dr Rashmi Kapoor, said that the African artifact symbolizes the intra societal symbiotic relationship. She also explained how the artifacts convey the unity between people and the environment and how music and dance are projected as means of communication between people and God.
In Session IV there were presentations on Human Rights and Ethnic Conflicts in Africa. Prof. S. N. Malakar made a macro analysis of conflict dynamics in Africa with class as a major determinant. He identified four factors of conflict: new class formation, colonial legacy, exploitative and extractive nature of state and politics of exclusion. While discussing about implications of conflict, he raised several issues like failure of one-party system to integrate all sections of people into the nation-building process, lack of economic content of the subsequent multi-party system, spread of capitalism through international institutions, dysfunction of state, civil society organisations weakening states thereby compelling them to bow down before international agencies, and failure of the African Union to resolve conflicts in the continent. Dr. S. S. Deora made a geo-political exposition of African Conflicts. His paper tried to explore the inter-twined relationships between formation of ethnic groups and location of natural resources across Africa. Dr. Mujibur Rehman tried to draw parallels between communal riots in India and ethnic conflicts in Rwanda in particular and in Africa in general. Three probable explanations of Rwandan conflict were highlighted in his presentation. They were: colonial and neo-colonial manipulation, domestic factors involving demography and ethnicity, and psychological explanation. He also described about the political economy aspect of the conflict in Rwanda when he mentioned of the deterioration of the country’s economy during 1980s and the process of centralization of the state. He concluded his presentation with such findings – negligence of the international institutions, politics of hate and discrimination, radicalisation of ethnic groups, and similarity between communal riot in Gujarat and conflict in Rwanda. Dr. Bashbi Gupta’s paper analysed the conflict in Sudan from gender perspective. She highlighted in her analysis failure of the State to resolve conflict. She pointed out that women were the major victims of conflict in Sudan. Nevertheless, to her view, women were also active participants of the conflict. She also mentioned about the role of women in the post conflict reconstruction programme in Sudan.  Dr. Bijay Pratihari used development approach to look at conflict in Sudan. He took case studies two conflict theatres –South Sudan and West Sudan (Darfur).  He ascribed these conflicts to the extraction oil revenues and their concentration for pocketed development.  Dr. Mohd. Sohrab pointed out in his paper that conflict has, surprisingly, persisted in Somalia despite the homogenous character of its society. He blamed the intervention of the US and neighbouring countries at the former’s behest for the sustenance of conflict in Somalia.     
